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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
May 19, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Emilie Schuler
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings and Discussions
NOI, Woodrow Street, 190-0595
Present: Steve Poole, Arthur Redding, Scott Morrison
The applicant proposes to construct a house on an undeveloped lot which contains a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  The project includes raising the grade, constructing a retaining wall, and filling 738 square feet of wetland.  A wetland replication area of 1000 square feet is proposed.  An infiltration basin will handle the 10-year storm and 84% of the 100-year storm.  The DEP number and comments are not yet available.

Scott Morrison of EcoTec presented a letter confirming that the wetlands have not changed since the delineation that was submitted with a previous NOI in 2006. 

Paul Byrne asked if the applicant was required to file multiple NOIs, since the project is distributed onto 3 lots.  Pam Helinek will find out if this is necessary. Pam Helinek told the Commission that the previously approved OOC filled a smaller area of wetlands and asked if the house could be re-designed or re-positioned to reduce or eliminate wetland fill. 

A site visit was scheduled for Wednesday May 25 at 6:00 PM.  Paul Byrne made a motion to continue the hearing until June 2 at 7:00, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0. 
EO, Highland Commons, 190-0481

No one was present to represent Benderson Development.  Pam Helinek reported that she had spoken to Matt Oates of Benderson Development and Gene Crouch of VHB.  Gene Crouch has not submitted a schedule for the redesign of restoration and replication areas at Highland Commons as was required by the Enforcement Order.  Matt Oates and Gene Crouch apologize and have promised to submit the required materials before the next meeting and to be in attendance on June 2.  Matt Oates submitted a request for a one-year extension of the existing OOC.  The Commission declined to vote on the extension order until a representative is in attendance.
Administrative Business
Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from May 6.  Second by Emilie Schuler, vote 5-0-1. 

COC Request, 439 Main Street, 190-0491
The applicant requests a COC to close out an expired OOC on which no work was done.  Pam Helinek performed a site visit to confirm no work was performed.  Paul Byrne made a motion to issue the COC, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.
Update: foaming in brook at Juniper and Chapin
Pam Helinek reported that DPW hired a contractor to lower a video camera into the catch basins on Hickory and Judith Streets to look for illicit connections.  DPW will need to review the videos.
Discussions
Pam Helinek asked for comments on the draft Wetlands Protection Bylaw.  Paul Byrne requested that a section be added to require stormwater management improvements on commercial and public projects, with a provision to allow for a waiver request.

Pam Helinek asked if the Commission wanted to continue the policy of giving permission for abutters to Conservation land to cut down hazardous branches or trees, but not to use Conservation funds to hire a private tree service to do the work if it is too difficult for DPW.  The Commission agreed that this policy made sense.  Paul Byrne asked Pam Helinek to check with Town Counsel about liability issues.
A high school student has volunteered to be a summer intern for the Commission.  He will be asked to make trail maps of Conservation and Recreation parcels and also to send letters to people who have not recorded their OOCs or requested COCs for older OOCs.

Public Input
Several residents were present to ask about the Eversource project.  The Commission explained that Eversource has not yet filed a permit application so that they do not yet know any details of what will be proposed.
Adjournment

Paul Byrne moved to adjourn the meeting, second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 6-0-0.
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